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Laurel Clark, Kalpana Chawla, Commander Rick
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It is sad to lose our good friend, Jack Autry who passed away last week. Houston
Deaf Senior Citizens are going to miss him and send their sympathy to Evelyn, his
wife and her family.

On February 12, 2003 Houston Deaf Senior Citizens had a guest speaker, Mary
Southwick, from Better Business Bureau at their monthly meeting. She talked
about Medicare fraud.
Medicare for services that were never provided or received. Everyone needs to be
more careful with his or her Medicare bills. Here are the tips how to protect yourself
from fraud:

She explained that Medicare fraud is purposely billing

Never give your Medicare number to a stranger

Always review your Medicare statement carefully

Guard your Medicare card like you do your credit cards

Don’t fall victim to sales tactics pressuring you or scaring you into taking
medical supplies or equipment you don’'t need.

Never give your Medicare number to anyone offering a free service. If itis
“free” they do not need your number.

Keep records of all healthcare appointments.

Never sign a blank form and request copies of everything you sign.

When you are in doubt, ask for clarification of any charges you don’t

understand.

If you suspect fraud, call the Better Business Bureau Medicare Fraud Hotline at 1-
800-275-3626 or 713-341-6184.
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Flash News for next field trip
Pasadena, March 14, 2003

Fee is $4.00 per person at San Jacinto Battleship

$2.00 per person at San Jacinto Monument plus lunch.

Houston Deaf Senior Citizens will meet at Metropolitan Multi-Service Center, 1475 West
Gray at 8:30 AM. The bus will depart no later than 9:00AM. The group will visit |
Pasadena Historical Museum, San Jacinto Battleship and San Jacinto Monument. 9

If you are interested in going on the field trip, please contact Audrey Leger-Wright af -
281-437-6224 before the 12", Come and let's have fun together. See you on 14™.
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News: Submitting by Roger Spivey, E-mail from his friend in Beaumont

Margaret (Jackson) Jones (TSD ’67) was in the hospital in Beaumont, TX January 27" Doctor found she had
fluid in her heart and she had to stay there for a few days to drain out the fluid in her heart. She is now at home
with her mother to take care of her.

News: Submitting by Roger Spivey, received e-mail from Minnie Collins of Fort Worth

Joe Strachan died in his sleep some time in morning, January 29" at the nursing home. He had been sick for
a short while. He was buried at his hometown in Corinth, Mississippi in the family plot. He was about 78 years
old. He finally didn’t have to go to dialysis or ride in the wheelchair anymore, and so many things he didn’t have
to anymore. He is happy being with his wife, Mary Anna, now and at peace.

News from Cynthia J Stevens

Robert and | went on 7-days cruise on Royal Caribbean in Galveston in January. Our cruise was wonderful
and heavenly. We had a great time. We were good troopers who did not get seasick during the rough sea with
8-14 ft waves. It was awesome sight! We visited beautiful Key West, experienced Belize filled with poverty and
fabulous Cozumel.

We are planning on family cruise in 2004 to celebrate my mother’s 80" birthday. We are looking forward to our
next cruise.

Mission at St. Dominic Center for the Deaf:

Father Tom Coughlin, a first deaf person to become a priest, from San Francisco, California will be in Houston
from March 13" to 15" for the mission at St. Dominic Center for the Deaf. On March 13" and 14™ the mission
starts from 7 to 9 PM and on Saturday, the 15" from 1 PM to late afternoon. There will a luncheon around 1
PM. Any of you are very welcome to join and chat or questions with him, it's on 2401Holcombe Bivd.,
Houston, TX 77021.

Esther Brownalenoir writes Senior Citizens’ memoirs
Frank Shaw says, “| Remember.”

When at a Fourth of July Picnic, as a little boy...some of my friends would throw small fireworks at me, but
then | saw firecrackers in the boys’ back pockets. | lighted those and quickly ran away like helll Maybe some of
you remember that incident? People around laughed and laughed at the sight of the boys dancing like Indians!
And folks felt that perhaps the boys had learned their lesson not to throw fireworks at little kids.

Elnora Morgan says, “| Remember.”

How funny my four cats behaved. My son gave me a massager for Christmas. All my four cats were on my bed
relaxing when | turned on the massager. OH, the cats all jumped up off the bed at the same time! How funny

they looked!



Lillian Beard wrote a note: Submitting by Frank Shaw

| received a nice note from Lillian that | want to share with you, Frank Shaw
Dear Frank Shaw:

This is to let you know that | have moved to a new address. | would like to continue receiving the newsletter. |
do appreciate getting the news concerning the Deaf.

| have served as an interpreter for the Deaf for many, many years. | am now 94 years old and not able to do
the things | used to do, but | do love the Deaf and appreciate news about them. Appreciate receiving the news
and hope to continue to be on the mailing list.

| helped to start the Bible class at First Baptist Church February 3, 1924. Today the church for the Deaf is now
located 9920 Long Point Road, and Bro. Arthur Craig is the pastor. He is a very fine man and a good pastor
and leader. | was there in that church Sunday, February 2, 2003; they celebrated their 79" anniversary. What a
blessing and joy was mine to see and to be there with the Deaf on that Sunday. God is blessing the ministry at
Woodhaven Baptist Deaf Church. Bro. Arthur Craig is doing a good work in that church. Not only is he a
blessing to the Deaf in the Houston area, but all over the U.S. and also around the world in the ministry to the
Deaf. What a blessing he truly is to all the Deaf. He has a good staff working there with him. | am so very proud
to feel a part of their ministry. | pray for them daily.

Thank you for the joy that is mine to continue receiving the newsletter.

| now live in a place called Independent Living. It is a nice place for me to live since | am not able to do very
much. | have no car, no transportation of any kind. Here they do see that | go to the doctor and minister to my
needs. | am so grateful to find such a place that can take care of people like me at my age.

Again thank you for taking care of this information that | have sent to you.
God blesses you and keeps you in His love and care. Always, Lillian Beard

Exciting News from Communication Axess Ability Group!!
E-mail from DHHC - Communication Axess Updates

We celebrated our one-year anniversary on November 2, 2002! And what a wonderful year it has been! We
have many of you in the Deaf and Interpreting community to thank for that! We appreciate all of your support
and interest in seeing us prosper. We're looking forward to another great year!! We also opened the doors of
our new office on Monday, January 6, 2003. We are located at 2017 S. Shepherd, between Westheimer and
W. Gray. Please note that our current telephone (713 807-1176) and fax (713 807-1238) numbers will remain
the same. Our office hours are 8:30-4:00, so please feel free to come by and say hello!

Video Relay Call Center Update:

The Video Relay Call Center, previously planned to open December 1, 2002, is now scheduled to open the
beginning of May, 2003. We are subcontracting with CSD (Communication Services for the Deaf) to provide
these services and the opening of other call centers in other cities around the US has delayed the opening of
the one here in Houston. We still have many openings for Full and Part time VI (Video Interpreter) positions for
day and evening shifts. We will also have supervisory positions available. For information on these positions
and the excellent opportunities and benefits that go along with them, please contact Dave Hancock or Rita Lee

at 713 807-1176 VITTY or email at dave.hancock@axsability.com or rita.lee@axsability.com




FOURTH-MOST-USED-LANGUAGE: From a book written by Lou Fant, submitting by Roger Spivey

The claim that American Sign Language (AMESLAN OR AS.L.) is the “fourth-most-used” language in the
United States is based on the September, 1974, issue of “ASHA” (Journal of the American Speech and
Hearing Association). According to that publication Sign Language ranks third as a foreign language in the
United States, with just under 500,000 deaf persons using Sign Language to communicate. Spanish is number
one with 4.5 million users and ltalian is second with 631,000. The findings were revealed in research
conducted in connection with proposed federal legislation to include deaf persons in the Bilingual Courts Act.
Following Sign Language are French, 414,000; German, 251 ,000; and Yiddish, 126.000.

! THE HONEY-BAKED SALMON WAS THE BEST

Some months back Ismael Portillo, a deaf Hawaiian, and a future 5-star restaurant chef, entered the
Taste of Honolulu contest.

His entry, a Honey-Baked Salmon, won the top prize, in a contest waged by future restaurant chefs.
It would be wise to look up his restaurant if any of us visit Hawaii

DEAFHISTORY - LOOKING BACK:

Year 1882 - the Martha's Vineyard, that deaf colony, had a Deaf Pariah who suddenly
inherited fortune upon death of his father. The deaf neighbors and family members
successfully petitioned the court to have that Deaf Pariah committed to a mental institution.

From Zelma Curbello of LOVE FUND:

We wish to thank you for your generous donations to LOVE FUND: Karen Clifton, Zelma
Curbello, Margie & Troy Graham, Thelma Jo Hays, Audrey Leger-Wright, Elnora Morgan, Pemella
Smith, Roger Spivey, Paula Szablowski, 1. D. & Floyd Wicker, and Damon Wright.

Nellie Bishop, thank you for your donation to LOVE FUND of the fish vase to be sold.

Jean & Gene Harkness, thank you for your generous donations to LOVE FUND: IN MEMORY OF JACK
AUTRY JR.

Anyone who wishes to donate $$$ to LOVE FUND should please make a check or money order payable to
Houston Deaf Senior Citizens-Love Fund. Please mail to:

Mrs. Zelma Curbello
9623 Tiltree
Houston, TX 77075-4042

RENEWALS:

Thank you for your renewal: Carole Allen, Larry & Ollie Flanagan, Bobby Griggs, M/M Nelson Hays, M/M G L
Hegwood, Earl Johnson, Ruth Jones, L. Fern Mears, Thomas & Martha Pruitt, Harry Richard, Nell Shanefield,
Don J Sowell, M/M Franklin Tippett, and Thomas E Withrow Sr.



CALENDAR OF EVENTS

March 4, 2003 (Tuesday)

Positive Interaction Program (PIP) will be held on Tuesday, March 4™ at Woodhaven Deaf Baptist
Church at 9920 Long Point at 7 PM. The presentation will be: HPD Bomb Squad to share with us

what all they have to deal with in their job. This should prove to be very interesting! Refreshments
will be served. Interpreter & captioning will be provided. Come and join to celebrate

March 7, 2003 (Friday)

FRAT will have a meeting and luncheon Friday, March 7" from 11 AM to 2 PM at Golden Corral
Restaurant (get off Hollister exit from North 290, and make a U-turn. Restaurant is on your right.
Come, and you can find out how you can become a FRAT, and have many more savings, as well
as a discount toward your birthday or wedding anniversary. Besides getting all you want from the
buffet, you can also find out who is getting the discount!

March 7, 2003 (Friday)

. ASL Social at Memorial City Mall at Food Court, I-10 Freeway at Gessner Rd, Houston, TX
/ 77024 from 5 PM to 9 PM. Come and join us to meet old & new friends! Please e-mail to contact

i AT Roger Spivey at spivey39@ev1.net before 1% of March.

March 11, 2003 (Tuesday)
Chiefs Citywide “PIP” meeting at 1200 Travis — 22" Floor will be held Tuesday, March 11" at 7
PM. Captioning and an interpreter will be provided. Come and join us

March 12, 2003 (Wednesday)

Houston Senior Citizens will have a general meeting at Metropolitan Multi-Service Center at 1475
West Gray, Houston from 9 AM to 1 PM. Closed Captioning will be provided. Come and enjoy
chatting with friends!

March 14, 2003 (Friday)

Houston Deaf Senior Citizens will have a field trip in Pasadena, TX to tour some historic museums.
51 Please be at Metropolitan Multi-Service Center at 1475 West Gray, Houston at 7:30 a.m. Let’s
join us and enjoy ourselves. (See editor page 2, for more information).

March 20, 2003 (Thursday)

Houston Deaf Senior Citizens will meet at Woodhaven Deaf Baptist Church at 9920 Long Point
from 9 AM to 1 PM. There will be potluck lunch. If you wish to bring a covered dish, please contact
Evelyn Autry at (713) 984-8186 TTY or Gertrude Sessions at (281) 447-7575 TTY and let them
know what you will bring.

March 26, 2003 (Wednesday)

Houston Senior Citizens will have a meeting at Metropolitan Multi-Service Center at 1475 West
Gray, Houston from 9 AM to 1 PM. Come and enjoy chatting with friends!







