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On the late morning, August 25, nineteen of us (some wore or-
ange shirts, Astros uniforms, and Astros caps) hopped on a bus 
to go to a ball game.  First, at the Astros mascot mural wall, we 
had our group picture taken.   

There is beautiful scenery from the second level at third base. 
Sure enough, a foul ball came within 20-feet and none of us 
were close enough to catch the ball!  Good thriller game ending 
in the 10th inning as Astros scored, 6 to 5, and beat Kansas City 
Royals. Whew!  We thought we might have to stay longer.  But, 
it was fun to get together to see the game.  

After that, we went to a mall food court for a quick supper. 
Then we returned home without a sunburn! A super ball day! 

Knelling:  Tracy Wold, Deborah Wold, Abel Yarrito, Robert Bellard 
First Row:  Sidney Gillman, Elias Rodriguez, Cristina Rodriguez, Lawrence Coleman, Jeanne 
Hilferty, Marion McCreary, Ana Hassan, Christine Johnson, Pasty Walker, Jan Dermon 
Second Row:  Thurman Amerson, Clyde Andrew, Larry Hilferty, Bill Hassan, Jim Dermon 
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Officer Sobota presented to the HDSCLF 

on the topic of “Situational Awareness.”  

He explained that many of us are busy in 

our everyday lives, and we sometimes 

forget that we let our guard down and 

criminals can take advantage of us.   

The officer used Robert 

Yost as his interpreter 

because the interpreter 

didn’t show up for the 

meeting.   

Special thanks to both! 

Social Meeting PIP and Luncheon by Jason’s Deli 
September 8th 

While we waited for the  

interpreter for the meeting 

to show up, Brian Kilpatrick 

and Jim Dermon told us 

briefly about their teaching 

on Deaf culture to ASL     

students on Oralism which 

first started in the 1800s. 

Keys to Survival – “Street Smarts” 

•     Being aware of your surroundings. What is the landscape 
around you? Are you in a well-traveled area or on a sparsely 
populated street, hidden from view? Are those around you 
walking with purpose, or are they just “hanging around,” 
watching others? Trust your gut feelings. If you feel some-
thing’s not right, it probably isn’t right. 

•     Keep in well-populated areas. Don’t consider walking 
through an alley to save a block of walking. The exercise will 
do you good, and who knows who or what is in that alley? 

•     Walk with purpose. Look confident. Know where you’re 
going, and if you get lost, make it look like you know where 
you are. Confidence is power. Please make sure everyone 
around you knows that you’re aware of them and aware of 
your surroundings. If you’re not easily surprised, you’ve won 
“half the battle” already. 

•     If you’re being followed by a person or see a person or 
group ahead you want to avoid, make changes in your path. 
Cross the street (and walk on the other side), walk-in another 
direction, or duck into a well-populated place (a busy store, 
restaurant, etc. – someplace you may quickly lose yourself in 
and leave sight of the other person or group). Quicken your 
pace. 

•     Know your neighborhood. Identify “safe havens” (places 
with well-lighted people) you can go to if you feel threatened. 

•     When walking adjacent to a two-way street, consider walk-
ing on the side of the road against traffic (IE on a westbound 
roadway, walk eastbound). It is harder for suspects in vehicles 
to stop and commit a crime if their victim walks against the 
way they are driving.  

•     Keep your arms and hands-free. Don’t carry groceries in 
your arms; for example, use a cart. The more burdened you 
are, the less you can move and escape. 

•     If possible walk-in groups. The more people, the less likely 
a criminal is to strike. 

•     Have your keys with you when you’re approaching your 
parked vehicle or your home or office. If you see suspicious 
people, avoid your destination, and go to a “haven.” 

•     When walking, please stay away from hidden doorways, 
shrubs, and other areas that criminals may hide when stalking 
their prey. 

 

https://dallaspolice.net/divisions/Shared%20Documents/
PersonalSafetyTips.pdf 

32 Senior Citizens enjoyed their Jason’s deli lunch. 

UNO Game 
Regina Castillo, Deborah Daniels, Ellis Johnson Jr,  

Robert Bellford, Cristina Rodriguez 

Halloween Social—October 13th 

Costume Contest!!! 
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Kneeling:  Desai Virendra 
Front:  Sidney Gilland, Margo Jarreau, 
Dennis Smith, Doina Langham,       
Deborah Wold, Cristina Rodriguez, 
Christine Johnson, Jayne Leycock 
Back:  Tommy Langham, Tracy Wold, 
Lawrence Coleman Sr, Jim Dermon, 
Elias Rodriguez 
Not in the Picture:  Jan Dermon 

September Field Trip 

September 11th 

The Gardens at  
Texas A&M  
University 

Fifteen senior citizens 

visited the Leach Teach-

ing Garden, a hidden 

gem located inside    

Texas A&M University.  

We spend a day strolling 

through the garden, 

sitting a while, and 

learning about different 

kinds of plants and     

insects. 

What a very relaxing 

time we had! 

 
To know more about 

the place, link: 

https://

gar-

dens.tamu.edu/ 

https://gardens.tamu.edu/
https://gardens.tamu.edu/
https://gardens.tamu.edu/
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Social Games  
(4th Wednesday) 

 

September 22nd 
October 27th 

November 24th 

Social Meeting  
(2nd Wednesday) 

 

October 13th 
November 10th 
December 8th 

Where: MMSC, 1475 West Gray St 
Time:  9:00 am—3:00 pm 

 

Please Note: Schedules are subject to change. 

Speaker Coming on  
October 13th at MMSC 

Ana Arredondo 
Communications Planner 
Harris County Office of Homeland Secu-
rity & Emergency Management 
 
Ana Arredondo’s job duties is to issue 

emergency alerts when there’s a threat 

to our area- hurricanes, plant explo-

sions, severe weather, etc. Our agency 

is expanding access to emergency noti-

fications and preparedness information 

to persons who are deaf, blind, hard of 

hearing, deaf-blind or visually impaired 

through a new one-stop-website. We 

plan to launch this new service in late 

September/early October. To promote 

the service, I am requesting your assis-

tance in reaching out to your communi-

ty. We hope many will sign-up to receive 

the benefits of this free service.                                                              

Fun Fact:  Jack-0-Lanterns 

An Irish legend tells of a man named Jack who tricked the 

devil.  As punishment for what he did, the devil forbade Jack 

to enter neither heaven nor hell.  Cursed to wander the 

Earth for eternity, he waves his lantern to lead people away 

from their paths; hence, the Jack-o-lanterns. 

      Our Colorado Mountain Trip 

By Tommy/Doina Langham 

  Our 40 day Colorado vacation in a mountain 
cabin was so peaceful, and we saw all kinds of 
wildlife on our property. 
   Also, we enjoyed hiking, climbing, and visiting 
our favorite place in Crested Butte, a little Hippie 
town, which has been there long before my time 
in the mountains. 
   We drove past our cottonwoods 1200 ft further 
to see a beautiful view of another side of the 
mountain — a ski area called Vail Colorado. 
When I was a young kid I  first learned how to ski 
and at this place they had old car shows all over 
the place. 
   It is sad to close up our cabin and leave this 
wonderful place because the cold winter is  
coming.  
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Friday, October 8th, 2021 
 

Newman’s Castle 
(Bellville) 

 
$10.00 Per Person 

Including Luncheon  
 

 
Blue Bell Creamery 

on Your Own 
 

Meet at South Parking Lot       
behind Memorial City Mall  

at 10:00 AM 
 

Bus Departs at 10:15 AM 
 

Deadline September 8, 2021 
Contact Christine Johnson  

979-413-5014 

Saturday, November 13, 2021 
 

Farmers Market 
Shenandoah, TX 

 

Free Admission 
Restaurant Luncheon   

at Sun Moon Shopping Center 
on Your Own 

Black Bear Dave& Buster’s 
EAD Vietnamese Jax Burgers Shakes 
Sharetea Top Sushi 

 

Meet at South Parking Lot behind 
Memorial City Mall  

at 8:30 AM 
 

Bus Departs at 9:00 AM 
 

Deadline October 13, 2021 
Contact Patsy Walker 

281-973-2242 
 

Bring Your Own Shopping Bag 

Over 200-Year Old Oak Tree!!! 
Can you find Jan Dermon? 

As rainwater collects in the gutters 

and begins to drain, it naturally fol-

lows the path of least resistance and 

follows the chain down to the ground. 

During this process, water is slowed 

down, reducing associated energy and 

thus reducing soil loss and erosion.   

Water collected in rain barrels can 

then be used for non-potable water 

uses such as irrigation of landscaped 

beds. 

More Highlights—Field Trip 

Chain 

Guadalajara Dinner and 
Houston Zoo Christmas Lighting 

Wednesday, December 15th 
 

Meet at South Parking Lot  behind Memorial City Mall  
at 5:00 PM 

 

Bus Departs at 5:30 PM 
 

Deadline November 10th, 2021 

Contact Jim Dermon for Head Count 
936-828-4013 

 

Cost:  $20.00 Per Person 
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Renewals:   
Regina Castillo, Virginia Duncan, Wally Mallay, Jane Morales, 
Elias/Cristina Rodriguez, Robert Yost 
 

New Subscriber:   
 Jayne Leycock 
 

Donation to HDSCLF:   
 Wally Mallay 
  
     On behalf of HDSCLF board, we want to thank you for your 
kind donation.  Your generosity makes a difference in the lives of 
Houston Deaf Citizens.  Thank you again for your kindness. 
 

Jim Dermon, Treasurer 

Some Good Advice For Those Over 65 
Years Old (Part 4) 

(edited by Larryonne) 

9. Keep educating yourself by reading news-
papers, watching the news.  Go online to see 
what people are saying.  Make sure you have 

an active email account so you can receive email letters. Keep 
in touch with what is happening in this world and among your 
friends.  Please make sure they are healthy and positive, not 
negative and ugly.   

10. Show respect to younger people and their opinions.  You 
may not agree with some of them, but they are the future 
and may make changes. So you can give advice, do not criti-
cize, and try to remind them that the past still has some wis-
dom to carry through the future.   

11. Try not to use the phrase “In my time” when correcting 
the younger generation because some of them may not care 
about it.   

12. Some people accept their golden years (getting older). 
Others may become bitter and mean.  Life is too short to 
waste your time being upset and tell. Instead, spend the last 
part of your life with positive, cheerful people.  Those people 
will make you feel much better.  Spending time with bitter 
people will make you older and more problematic for other 
people to be around.   

Send some news, your trip, 

an announcement (newborn 

baby, birthday, anniversary, 

craft, obituary), and color 

photos to me before or on 

15th day of each month.  

Thanks! 

Jan Dermon 
Editor of HDSCLF Tidbits   

Email:   
jdermon.senior@gmail.com 

“That’s MY Human 
Grandpa Holland!!!” 

Cookie Dermon 


