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s.. HaPPY Valentine ¥

For God so lo Ved
The world th/it he gave
His only

Blgotten
So/V,
Tha /whosoever
Belseveth on him

Should Not perish
But have Lverlasting life

Author Unknown
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The other day | read an interesting article about the history of valentine and
thought you might like to read this, too. Here is an article from the February
2003 edition of Better Homes and Gardens written by Becky Mollenkamp:

“The very first valentine card, according to myth, was sent in the year 270
A.D. by a Roman priest named Valentine on the eve of his execution. His
note of thanks, signed “from your Valentine,” went to his jailer's blind
daughter, who had brought him food. The oldest known greeting card of any
type still in existence is a valentine from 1400, and it is displayed at the
British Museum in London.

Back then, people crafted elaborate cards made of ribbon and lace. By the
time Valentine’s Day cards became popular in the Americans in the 1800s,
machine-made cards had replaced handmade ones. Today, more
Valentine’s Day cards are purchased than any other type of greeting card,
except Christmas cards.”

Wish you a Happy Valentine.

Raren (ltfton

Flash News for next field trip
Beaumont, February 14, 2003

B
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1475 West Gray at 7:30 AM. The bus will depart no later than 8:00AM. The
House Museum, and John J. French Museum.
Fee is $2.00 per person at the Spindletop/Gladys City Boomtown Museum

$3.00 per person at McFaddin-Ward House Museum
$2.00 per person at John J. French Museum plus lunch.

See you on 14,

Houston Deaf Senior Citizens will meet at Metropolitan Multi-Service Center, |

group will visit Spindletop/Gladys City Boomtown Museum, McFaddin-Ward

If you are interested in going on the field trip, please contact Audrey Leger- |
Wright at 281-437-6224 before the 12". Come and let's have fun together. |




News from Mary Augustyn for Robin Southwell and Claudia Adkins:

Claudia went to Florida to visit her daughter, Robin in the early October. Claudia has past several bouts of
health woes, but she looked better when she came visiting. After Claudia departed and became sick again,
Robin was involved in a serious car accident. Her car flipped over and over. She was thrown out of her truck
and broke her neck. She was very fortunate that she was not paralyzed, although she has some limitations in
her arms and hands due to spinal cord injury. On Nov. 1%, she had a surgery to repair her broken bones (C-6
and C-7) by placing a plate on the front and a rod in the back of her neck. As of Dec. 9th, Robin is wearing her
neck brace for three months and she is involved in physical therapy three times a week for two months to build
strength and regain the use of her arms and hands. Per doctor’'s order, she is not able to work for three
months. Her extended family, Southwell, Deaton, Nomeland, Fair, and Augustyn came together to pray and
help her out in many different ways. Robin’s co-workers and friends came to help us with dogs and phone
calls. Some family members, co-workers and friends came to visit and some came to stay to help her on a
daily basis. Pray for Robin and Claudia’s speedy recovery. Thanks, Mary Augustyn

PS Give everyone my love and write me please. | do miss my friends a lot.
My address is:
2234 West Gilbert Lane
Knoxville, TN 37920-3648
Love to all, Claudia Adkins

From the newsroom of the Catholic News Service, Thursday, January 2, 2003:
Received e-mail from Miriam Thumann

(USA-L News) ‘Deaf priest, seminarians add new dimension to San Francisco church’

San Francisco (CNS) — In a historic development for the Catholic Church in San Francisco, a deaf priest is now
pastor of a deaf congregation in San Francisco and three deaf seminarians are studying at St. Patrick’s
Seminary, Menlo Park. ‘It felt like a miracle,” said Father Thomas Coughlin about Archbishop William J.
Levada’s decision to welcome the three seminarians to San Francisco this fall and appoint Father Coughlin
pastor of San Francisco’s St. Benedict Parish at St. Francis Xavier Church, known for its deaf congregation. As
the first born-deaf man to be ordained a Catholic priest in North America, Father Coughlin defied many
doubters and silenced a long list of critics. The priest hopes “to shield” seminarians Gislain Cheret Bazikila,
Matthew Hysell and Paul Zirimenya from the intolerance he says he suffered before and after his ordination in
1977. Father Coughlin had been searching for an U.S. seminary to receive deaf students since the New York
Archdiocese ended its program for deaf seminarians in 2000. “People labeled us as a problem. We are not the

problem, we are the solution,” he said.
Copyright © 2003 Catholic News Service/U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops

Mary (Sowell) Cunningham: email from Herb & Joan Picou, submitting by Frank Shaw

It is sad to hear that Mary (Sowell) Cunningham, 87, passed away January 8" at 7 PM, due to a lengthy
illness. She resided in Dallas for many years. She was a sister of Don Sowell who was living with her until her
death.

Mrs. Cunningham was a graduate of Texas School for the Deaf at Austin in 1940. She was a life-long member
of Dallas Community Center for the Deaf & Dallas Association of the Deaf. She also was a member of Tejas
Deaf Seniors Club of Dallas. Some of us who knew her well will miss her.
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This is Eugene Piercy and son, Harry, taken at the Texans/Titans game the
day after Eugene’s 80" birthday. Their children took them plus Opal and they
all had a grand time, but were sad the Titians won. Eugene made it clear — no
party so a bunch of relatives got together and they all went to Galveston to eat.

>
Believe it or not...

Eugene tried out for the Texans
team, but Coach Dom Capers was
not happy and says Eugene is —
“Too Young”

AWARD-WINNING DEAF ACTORS DEANNA BRAY AND TROY KOTSUR
TO APPEAR AT DCARA 40TH ANNIVERSARY GALA

/ Stars of "Sue Thomas: F.B. Eye" Series and Deaf West Theatre to be Honored at Gala For
/ ; National's Agency "Of, By, and For" Deaf and Hard of Hearing.

San Leandro, CA; December 27, 2002; Deanna Bray, star of television's new "Sue Thomas F.B. Eye" series,
about a deaf undercover agent for the FBI, and Troy Kotsur, Bray's husband and an acclaimed actor with Deaf
West Theatre and National Theater for the Deaf, will entertain the Bay Area's deaf and hard of hearing
community on March 1st in San Francisco at the 40th anniversary gala for Deaf Counseling Advocacy &
Referral Agency (DCARA). The two will also be honored for their groundbreaking work on behalf of the deaf

and hard of hearing community.

DEAFDIGEST GOLD - DECEMBER 29, 2002, GOLD edition Barry Strassler, Editor

Christy Smith attended high school and college in Washington, D.C., where she received a Bachelor of Arts
degree in sociology/criminology from Gallaudet University. She most recently worked as a children's adventure
guide for the Aspen Camp School for the Deaf. Previous to that, she worked as a facilitator at Hemlock
Overlook in Virginia.

Smith is deaf (she can hear minimal sounds but relies on lip-reading skills). Her primary motives for being on
SURVIVOR are to promote awareness for the deaf...and win $1 million. Her favorite hobbies are socializing,
doing anything outdoors and writing letters. She has traveled to Costa Rica and spent 50 days on a wilderness
adventure trip in Alaska with Outward Bound. She describes herself as succulent, independent and goal-
oriented. She is most proud of the time she has spent working with juvenile delinquents where she taught them
how to work in groups to develop growth and self esteem.

Smith is currently single and resides in Basalt, Colo. Her birth date is September 13, 1978.

Stranded in a remote section of the Amazon River, 16 strangers are forced to band together and carve out a
new existence, form a cooperative society, build shelter, gather and catch food. Who will outwit, outplay, and
outlast all others in the Amazon?

90-MINUTE SEASON PREMIERE:
Thursday, February 13 at 8 pm ET/PT on CBS
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on cars.

Badgers, members of the Mustelid Family,
which includes weasels, otters, & skunks.
You can see by their front long claws that
badgers live underground — the claws are
used for digging.

1 Holocaust Museum has an exhibition
with hundreds of photos of the
origination of Judaism and life before
World War 1, to the rise of the Nazi

Party and the Holocaust, through the

aftermath of the Final Solution.

On January 10, 2003 Houston Deaf Senior Citizens group really
enjoyed their day visiting three different museums in Houston metro. First
visit was to the Houston Museum of Natural Science to see 'Century of
Change: Texas Natural History’, The Gems, Ancient Egypt and Dinosaurs.
Second stop was the Holocaust Museum: very informative and sad. The
last visit was The Artcar Museum. It was fun to see exhibition of unique arts

On the photo Bluejay bird choked to
death. An autopsy found a black acorn
inside of the bird. You can see the black
acorn next to the bird on the photo.

t What an artistic and unique car! The
man standing by the car did decorate this
car with a buffalo head on the front.
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«— An artist created
the decorative art of
a damaged car that
could happen by a
wacky driver.







