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HDSCLF Social Meeting —August 13, 2025 by Secretary Nancy Morris 

2nd Wednesday MMSC Social Meeting Address:  MMSC, 1475 W Gray St, Houston, TX, 77019 

AREA AGENCY ON AGING—Meeting at 10:00 am 

Carmen Mercado is a 
Benefits Counselor for 
the City of Houston with 
the Health Department.  
She came to speak to us 
about the benefits of 
taking care of ourselves. 
The Area Agency on 

Aging serves the entire State of Texas.  She explained 
what she does to help everyone at the age of 60+.   

This agency offers counseling, transportation, and as-
sistance with applications, and help with Gold Cards, 
Medicare, and Medicaid.  They are located near NRG 
at 8000 North Stadium, 3rd Floor, Houston, TX 77054. 
Any senior citizen can reach out to them to schedule 
an appointment. 

This agency also helps with hearing aids, protein 
drinks, nutrition, emergency buttons, and lawn mow-
ing assistance when needed. Caregiver support is coor-
dinated when the Caregiver needs a break from caring 
for loved ones. They provide help for people with disa-
bilities  under the age of 60. The State provides these 
services.   

Positive Interacting Program (PIP)—

Meeting at 1:00 pm 

Officer Lucia Vieira and Officer Raquel 
Alexander came to visit us for the first 
time. Officer Vieira is taking over the 
program from Officer James Sobota, who 
has moved on to another division.  

The talk was about Scams for 2025, as 
these situations have increased. Officer 
Vieira explained that if you see an advertisement on your iPhone, 
iPad, or computer, please do not click on it.  

She also explained that we need to be careful of emails from foreign 
countries, as they may be scams. Just delete them or transfer them 
to Spam.  

The IRS never sends out emails or texts to anyone.  Those must be 
deleted. Several emails to be careful of are those asking for Bank 
account numbers, asking for money because of their situations, and 
asking for money to post arrest bonds, social media, and dating 
apps.  

If you have a Ring Doorbell, they are safe because you can see who 
is at the door or stealing packages. Never open the door to anyone 
unless you can see them in the peephole.  

Dominique Parisi will host the luncheon on  September 10th.    The menu will be hamburgers and hot dogs. 

Wear your Favorite Team T-shirt!  

Everyone can contact Nancy Morris at  281-815-4033 for a count. 
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For Houston Deaf Senior Patrons Only 

Meet at the South Parking Lot 

(behind Memorial City Mall) at 6:00 am. 

The bus will depart at 6:15 am. 

Contact:  Christine Johnson 

979-413-5014

August 16, 2025 

Houston Museum of Natural Science Art 
Audubon’s Birds of America 

Torchy’s Tacos at Rice Village & Winfield’s Chocolate Bar 

Jim Dermon, 2026 Alaska group leader, presented the updated infor-
mation for the May 2026 cruise with NCL Jade, including a 7-day 
southbound cruise from Whittier, Alaska, to Vancouver, BC, and an 11
-day cruise featuring four-day land tours and joining the 7-day cruise.

Jim discussed the following topics: NCL App, Shore Excursions, Ameni-
ty (onboard), Prepay Gratuities, and Travel Protection Insurance 
plans. 

If you would like to have more information and plan to join the exciting cruise, please get in touch with 

Jim Dermon at 936-828-4013.   

Robby Laws, Sidney Gilland, Lee Rodriguez, Cristina Rodriguez, Kathy Laws, Dominique Parisi, Celia Lasry, LaRonda Jackson, Cassie Fontenot, 

Gloria Bulgherini, Rock Fontenot, Christine Johnson, Craig Adams, Deborah Wold, Dennis Smith, Jan Dermon, Jim Dermon, Chris Kelley, Carolyn 

Dill, Jose Ybarra, Tonie Saunders, Bill Hornbeak, Ann Hornbeak, Susie Mouat, Becky Bookman — Not in the Picture:  Allen Fontenot, Jennifer Kou 

Carolyn observed a 

taxidermy Carolina 

Parakeet, a species 

declared extinct in 

1939. 

Bus Day Trip to Texas School for the Deaf 

Homecoming 2025 

Saturday,  October 4, 2025 

All Day Pass Ticket Cost: 

Senior Citizen over 64—$10.00 

Contact Christine Johnson 979-413-5014 

for more information 



3 

Next Game Day 

Date at MMSC 

August 24th 

9:00 am—3:00 pm 

Our Trip to Europe    by Christine Klenert 

Venice is a city where Tom and I stayed at a hotel. We spent time walking through-

out the area, including navigating some hills. 

Due to the weather, we later used a water taxi 

in Venice and visited several shops. Our next 

destination was Milan, Italy, where we shopped 

and toured a significant historical building. Afterward, we traveled to Lucerne, Swit-

zerland, where we dined. I also took many photographs. Next, we visited the Eiffel 

Tower in Paris before returning home. The journey was tiring, but we adjusted to the 

time difference after a few days. 
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Cristina Rodriguez, Diane Finnegan, Regina Castillo, Kevin Finnegan, Jorge Enriquez, Nancy Morris, Deborah Daniels, 

and Mary Ann Ryba—-(Lee Rodriguez had to leave for an errand as he was sitting next to Mary Ann Ryba) 

Lavern Fair’s family was in Houston for 

a wonderful visit. 

Her granddaughter, Sara Jane, traveled 

from Seattle, Washington, to be a 

presenter at the Deaf Women United 

Conference at the Woodlands. Her 

husband, Taylor & 2 children, Theo & 

Emilio, joined her. 

David, her son & his wife Jane were 

here as well!! 

Barbara & Donna’s family joined in on 

the fun!! 

It was a fun-filled week having family in 

town to visit!! 

Mary Ann Ryba celebrated her 67th 

birthday with a strawberry cake.  Nine 

seniors arrived to play Golf Cards.  We 

had a blast laughing at each other for 

making mistakes and teasing each oth-

er.  It was a great day!     

Written by Nancy Morris and Picture tak-

en by Lawrence Coleman 

Lavern Fair’s Family  by Donna Fair 

Tentative Field Trips—2025 

Toyota Motor Manufacturing, Texas (San Antonio) 

Texas State Railroad Palestine Depot (Palestine) 

Christmas Light Tour (Drive thru or Walk) 

(Houston Area) 
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Tidbits Newsletter 

CATERORIES PRICE RANGE TIPS 

BALCONY $1,149 – $1,204 $112 

OVERVIEW $984 -- $1,009 $112 

INTERIOR $804 -- $839 $112 

7-DAY THE BAHAMAS
FROM GALVESTON, TX

Carnival Dream 

Start: Galveston > Key West  

> Celebration Key Nassau > 

End: Galveston

Houston Deaf Seniors & Friends 

2027 Bahamas Cruise 

Sat. Jan 30, 2027—Sat. Feb 6, 2027 

9/5/2025 - $25 TO HOLD THE RESERVATION/
BOOKING 

9/2/2026 - $250 TO MAKE THE RESERVATION/
BOOKING 

11/2/2026 - FINAL PAYMENT OR PAY IN FULL 

To make a reservation or for more information, 
please contact: 

Jim Dermon — VP 936-828-4013 
Christine Johnson—VP 979-413-5014 

Renewals: 
Thelma Covello, Doris Dover, Ann Hornbeak, Brenda   
Lozano, Joan Montfort, Mary Robinson, Elias/Cristina 
Rodriguez, Joanie Stephens 
New Subscribers:  Rachel Bailey 
Gift Subscriptions:  Barbara “Tee” Carter (Thelma Covello) 
Donation to Project Love Fund:  Kevin/Diane Finnegan 
Donation in Memory of:  Dana/Alvin Leger (Audrey Leger), 
Sue Ramirez (Thelma Covello) 
Donation in Honor of:  Lavern Fair & Gertrude Sessions    
(Ann Hornbeak) 

Send some news, your trip, an announcement (newborn 
baby, birthday, anniversary, craft, obituary, and color photos 

to me before or on 15th day of each month.  Thanks! 
Jan Dermon Editor of HDSCLF Tidbits   
Email:  jdermon.senior@gmail.com 




