
  

Volume 15 September 2014 Issue 09 

Field Trip to Navasota and Montgomery 

Seventeen Seniors arrived at Star of the Republic Museum 
on Thursday, August 7th.  We explored the rich history of the 
Republic of Texas, a sovereign nation from 1836 to 1846 for 
an unparalleled look at the people, places and events that 
shaped the character of the Texas we know today.  We 
watched a movie titled “Once a Nation” which explains our 
rich history of the Republic of Texas.  This is a story of new 
beginnings, a struggle over land and the creation of a new 
spirit, the Spirit of Texas.  For 13 days, Santa Anna’s army 
laid siege to the Alamo, an ultimate force of 2000 Mexican 
soldiers against just over 200 Texans.  Its defenders included 
a contingent of Tennessee Volunteers, including Davy Crock-
ett, Jim Bowie, and William Barret Travis. In the final days of 
the siege, another group of men struggled at Washington-on
-Brazos to create a new nation.  Sam Houston urged them to 
remain dedicated to the purpose of organizing a government 
and writing a constitution.  On March 2nd, 1836, these 59 

Continue to page 2 

Front Row:  Ellen Sias, Margie Graham, Troy Graham, Bertha Moses, Janie Morales, Margie Scribner, Delma Long, Fung Hahn, Earl Johnson, Virendra Desai, Danny Hensley 

Back Row:  William Lambert, Mike Clifton, Nancy Morris, Jim Dermon, Cindy Clifton, Don Hahn 

Danny, Bertha and Margie at  Barrington Living History Farm 
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Board of Directors 
Larry Butler Judy Becker 
Patsy Walker Don Hahn 
Jim Dermon 
 

Head Committee Chairs 
Travel—Don Hahn/Jim Dermon 
Refreshment—Doris Williams 
Luncheon/Prizes—Patsy Walker 
Games/Crafts—Jan Dermon 
Website—Judy Becker 
Newsletter Editor—Jan Dermon 
Subscription—Jim Dermon 
 

Contact: 
 Editor of HDSC Newsletter 
 

Email: 
 hdscnews@gmail.com 
 info@hdsclf.org 
 

VP/Voice: 
 713-714-1588 
 

Mail to: 
 Houston Deaf Senior Citizens Love 

Fund 
 Attn:  Editor 
 1475 West Gray St., Mailbox #4 
 Houston, TX 77019 
 

Disclaimer:  Information published 
in the newsletter is thought to be 
reliable at the time of publication.  
However, we don’t guarantee the 
accuracy of the content in the 
information presented. 

HDSCLF Field Trip — September 12, 2014  

Please meet at 8:00 AM 
Woodhaven Baptist  Deaf Church 

9920 Long Point Dr.  
Houston, TX 77055 

 

Bus departs at 8:30 AM  
 

60+ Deaf Seniors—$10.00  
Under 60 are welcome — $13.00 

 
 

Contact:  Virendra Desai 
832-413-4981 

Bayou Wildlife Park 
Exotic Animal Paradise 

Alvin, TX 

Luncheon—On Your Own 
 

Kelley’s Country Cooking 
Alvin, TX Dickinson Railroad Museum 

Dickinson, TX 

men approved a Declaration of Independence.  They were also 
determining the fate of a nation and creating a new country: The 
Republic of Texas.  Four days later, on March 6, 1836, the final 
assault at the Alamo came in pre-dawn darkness and was over in 
90 minutes.  Texians overwhelmingly chose Sam Houston as their 
first elected President.  He took a conservative path, disbanding 
the Texas army, negotiating with the Indians, and working for the 
annexation of Texas to the United States.  By 1844, Secretary of 
State Anson Jones succeeded Houston as President.  Jones devot-
ed his energies to annexation, which Texans had always support-
ed, believing that joining the United States would bring economic 
prosperity to the Republic.  The goal was finally achieved on De-
cember 29, 1845, when the United States Congress voted to an-
nex Texas as the 28th state in the Union.  The proud heritage of a 
state that was once a nation. 

We traveled to Barrington Living History Farm which was the 
home of the last president of the Republic of Texas, Dr. Anson 
Jones.  He had arrived in Texas in 1833 settling in Brazoria where 
he set up a medical practice and soon become involved in Texas 

politics.  The Farm House consisted of Porch & Dog Trot, 
Master bedroom, back bedroom, stairs leading to the up-
stairs dormitories, parlor, and dining room.  Other buildings 
near the home were Kitchen, Smokehouse, Chicken/Duck 
Coop, Kitchen Garden, Corn & Cotton Crib, Barn, Slave 
Quarters, Hog Pen, and Field crops.  It was very hot touring 
this Farm, but it was interesting. 

Next, we stopped at Wrangler Steak House Restaurant for a 
delicious meal.  Then, we headed to Saint Francis Wolf 
Sanctuary in Montgomery.  In 2002, Jean LeFevre met 3 
wolves who were being treated at a local veterinary clinic.  
Mystery and Khan (Wolves’ names) were the 1st wolves to 
enter Saint Francis Sanctuary as Ms. LeFevre was inspired 
to secure the required county, state, and federal licenses to 
open and operate it.  We had the opportunity to pet a wolf.  
The petting is different from petting a dog.  Then, we head-
ed back to Houston. 

Written by Nancy Morris 

Continue from page 1 Saint Francis Wolf Sanctuary 
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First Row:   Amelia Guerra, Judy Becker, Molly  Preston , Luci Ryan , Dana Glassock 

Back Row:  Rochelle  Simpson , Cathy Simerkra, Judy Lorenz, Michelle Smith,  
Joann Adkins, Sharon Smith  

 

The Red Hat Fabulous Ladies celebrated Judy Lorenz’s birthday 
at Pappadeaux Seafoods and had a wonderful time. 

June 20, Sherry and I went camping at Yogi 
Bear near San Marcos with our family and 
went tubing.  We had a  great time. 

Patsy Walker  

On July 30, my wife, Yvonne and I left for Jones-
boro, AR to stay and rest at my son’s house.  
Then on August 1st, we drove to Jacksonville 
straight to the Illinois State School for the Deaf.  
We were so impressed with the beautiful old 
building where the administration office was.  
On the third floor is where the school’s huge 
museum was.  There were so many items.  All 

the people there were so friendly.  Elaine Cady showed us 
around and introduced us to other people there.  Marene 
Mattern had compiled a huge amount of papers about my bio-
logical father Fred Olsen.  I looked through them and chose 
several pages.  She said she would have them printed for us and 
that she would give them to us the next day at their ISDAA pic-
nic.  We ate lunch with Elaine and Marene and Elaine’s hus-
band.  Afterwards, we went to the library to search for Fred 
Olsen’s obit but there was none because we had the wrong 
date of death.  After the library we went to the Jacksonville 
Area Genealogical and Historical Society.  The lady there gave us 
the location of the family Olsen’s gravesite.  She couldn’t help 
us find Fred’s obit because we had the wrong date.  Yvonne and 
I tried to find it on that Friday evening but we were so tired so 
we went to the hotel.   

The next day we went to the cemetery again, before we got to 
the area where the Olsen family was buried, we saw another 
gravesite with a huge “I love you” hand sign sticking out.  We 
decided to look at it.  We saw a part of ISD history there! There 
was a huge fire that killed so many people in that building.  That 
happened in the 1800’s.  It had the names of all the people that 
died in that fire.  It also had “a little boy” and “a little girl” listed 
at the bottom.  It seemed they didn’t know the names of those 
kids.   

Anyway, we searched and found the Olsen family grave stone 

My Vacation Story  By Larry Butler 

with the Olsen name on it and a bus etched 
under the name showing the family were 
pioneers in starting the bus lines in Jack-
sonville area.  I learned that Fred’s parents 
decided to buy the bus lines so deaf chil-
dren could come to Jacksonville to attend 
the ISD.  The family was well known in that 
area and that is why it was so easy to find 
information about the family.  What’s more 
when we found the graves with the names and dates in front of 
the big Olsen gravestone, we saw that we had the wrong dates.  
We were so happy to find the right dates.  We have so many ques-
tions yet to find answers to but we are moving along very well.  I 
hope to see some other half brothers and sisters in the future or 
family relatives. 

We went to the ISDAA picnic and it was an amazing time talking 
with them about their experiences in getting that campground 
area set up for them to use.  Then we went to visit an old friend of 
mine.  We used to play basketball against each other and we 
played together at Gallaudet.  It was so good to get to talk with 
him.   

The next day we went to Jacksonville First Christian Church to wor-
ship with deaf members.  That was nice.  Afterwards, we drove 
back to Jonesboro where we stayed a week.   

Saturday, August 9, we drove to Little Rock AR to stay at a very 
nice hotel on the river.  We went to my cousin’s son’s wedding at 
the Clinton Library.  It was interesting and different.  About 200 
people were there.  We chatted with my cousin’s father and his 
wife (both deaf).  They told us more stuff about my mother’s past 
and about Fred Olsen.   They next day we ate brunch with the fam-
ily then we took off for Houston at 12:30 pm.  We arrived home at 
almost 9 pm.   

The Family Gravestone 
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Jim and Jan first met at Gallaudet College.  On the first 

day class, he, as a modern dance teacher, noticed a girl 

with flaming red hair.  She, as a student, looked at his    

beautiful smile.  It was love at first sight!  On a special 

fall event at  campus, they got “married” on Sadie  

Hawkins’ Day.  They courted for two years before they 

were officially married! 

Dennis and Linda attended South Dakota School for the Deaf 
(SDSD) in Sioux Falls.  He was an 8th grade kid and remem-
bered her when she was a 4 grader who moved to So Calif 
Riverside School for the Deaf in 1955. Dennis’ friend Ken first 
met Linda in April 1969 at Riverside. He mentioned to Dennis 
about Linda as potential good date. He invited her and    
Dennis for a dinner for their first meeting at his house in May 
1969. They planned a six month courtship to get married in 
Nov 1969, but her parents planned to move to Illinois in  
September, so they cut time short to rush to the wedding 
altar on Aug 28 1969 in Riverside Deaf Church. They have 
had a blessed life of their children, George, Cynthia, Ivan, 
Rachel and Adrienne. 

How I and Jenice met was through her brother.  Her 
brother and I were high school friends at TSD in Austin, 
Texas. After I graduated in 1956 I went back home in 
Houston.  Jenice sent me a letter telling me that she 
loved me for many years and wanted to marry me. 
When I had a week of vacation time I drove by myself 
for about 12 hrs in a 1960 Red Falcon station wagon to 
Lubbock Texas to where Jenice lived with her brother. 
When I arrived we went to get blood work and went to 
court house to get marriage license. Jenice made her 
own wedding dress. We were married at a preachers 
house on August 19 1961 with no interpreter to say our 
vows. Her parents and siblings were there as witness of 
our marriage. 
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In 1974 Lulu and Joe met at deaf social club in New   

Jersey and they continued to get to know each  other. 

They were engaged on May 1975 and got married on   

August 7, 1976.  They have two great kids, Danny and 

Tabitha. 
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 Wednesday, October 8th 

-  Look for a Total Eclipse 

of the Moon….    At 5:55 

a.m. on the MORNING of 

Wednesday, Oct. 8, the 

moon will be completely 

covered by the earth’s shadow.  The eclipse be-

gins at 3:17 a.m., but it will not really be obvious 

until the eclipse is full, at 5:55 a.m.  The moon 

will appear RED at full eclipse.  It is called the 

“Blood Moon”.  The   Houston area may only see 

part of the eclipse because of ‘moonrise’ and 

moonset’ will be   during the eclipse time.  Since 

the moon always rises in the east and sets in the 

west, look toward the west, about 27 degrees 

up from the horizon to get the best view.  Try to 

watch from a place with no close trees.  

Happy Moon Howling!! 

Whoa!!  It is HOT today!!   

I am cooling off under 

Jim’s tree.  

August is always the hottest month of the year.  I  

remember a few years ago on hot day, I was wash-

ing the dishes and from my window, I saw a squirrel 

was lying on the top of the fence under the tree.  Its 

leg was just swinging.  I think it  was trying to cool 

off.  I took a picture!                                     Jan 

Happy 

August Birth
day! 

September 

Anniversary 

9 David & Ann Wheeler  
 25 years (1989)  

19 Robert & Cynthia Stevens  
 15 years (1999)  

28 Joe & Sheila Kennedy  
 32 years (1982)  

September 
Birthday  

13 Amelia Guerra  

15 Ann Wheeler  

17 Trevelyn Green  
17 Robert Yost  

20 Tommy Wells  

28 Josephine Davis 

Halloween 
Party 

October 22 
 

HDSCLF 
MMSC 

 

Prize 
For 
Best 

Costume! 
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Accessible Signs 

Let us interpret for you! 
Servicing the Deaf Community over 20 years! 

We are available 24 hours, 7 days a week. 

Call 713-263-9670 

or 

Email coordinator@accessiblesigns.com 

Send some news, an announcement (newborn baby, birthday, anniversary, obituary), and color photos to me before or on 
15th day of each month.  Thanks! 

 

Jan Dermon, Editor of HDSCLF Newsletter — Email: jdermon.senior@gmail.com —VP: 936-828-4013 

Trip Down Memory Lane 
 

13th Biennial Deaf Seniors of America 
Asheville 2015 Conference 

August 23-27, 2015 
 

To register, go to  www.DSA2015.org 

The cookbook contains 344 well loved recipes including appetizers, main dishes, desserts, and many oth-
ers. Recipes include the contributor’s name. These cookbooks will make great gifts. For those that are out 
of town, please send your check for $13 (including $3 for shipping and handing of 1 book) or $25 
(including $5 for 2 books). 
 

Special Sale—Order 2 Books, Get a Free HDSCLF Bag—Limited Supply 
 

For Sale —  Love Fund Cookbook $10.00 

Houston Deaf Senior Citizens  
Love Fund  
c/o Love Fund Cookbook 
1475 West Gray St #4 
Houston, TX 77019 
 

Contact:   
HDSCLF Treasurer, 
jdermon.senior@gmail.com 
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Renewals 
Beverly Duncan,  Larry/Sherrian Fewell, Marie Hays, Tommy 
Hileman, Wally Mallay, Mickey/Dinah McKenzie, Helen 
Sellars, Fatima Stubig, Madeline Watkins, Robert Yost 
 

Donation to HDSC Love Fund 
Marie Hays 
 

New Subscribers 
Joe/Linda Bosley, Carel Dunaway, John Holland, Karen Pat-
terson, Mary Ann Ryba 
 

Donation in Memory 
Carel Dunaway — David Manley 
Wally Mallay — Friends Who Passed Away 
 

 

On the behalf of HDSCLF board, we want to thank you 
for your kind donation.  Your generosity makes a differ-
ence in the lives of Houston Deaf Senior Citizens.  
Thanks again for your kindness. 

Jim Dermon 

HDSCLF Treasurer 

To  

Nancy Morris 

for interpreting 

the Field Trip 

last month. 
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Community Events 
Friday, September 5 
ASL Social 
Memorial City Mall at Food Court 
900 South Gessner 
Houston, TX 77007 
4 pm to 9 pm 
 

Wednesday, September 10 
HDSCLF General Meeting 
Metropolitan Multi-Service  
1475 West Gray Street 
Houston, TX 77019 
9:00 am—1:00 pm 
 

Friday, September 12 
HDSCLF Field Trip 
Bayou Wildlife Park 
Dickinson Railroad Museum 
See page 2 
 

Friday, September 12 
Deaf/ASL Social—Ft. Bend 
Chick-fil-A 
20010 Southwest Freeway 
Suagr Land, TX 77479 
5:00 pm—9:00 pm 
 

Wednesday, September 17 
Woodhaven Luncheon/Fellowship 
Woodhaven Baptist Deaf Church 
9920 Long Point 
Houston, TX 7705 
11:00 am—1:00 pm 
 

Friday, September 19 
Baybrook Mall Silent Dinner 
Baybrook Mall—Food Court 
500 Baybrook Mall 
Friendswood, TX 77546 
6:30 pm—9:00 pm 
 

Wednesday, September 24 
HDSCLF Fellowship 
Metropolitan Multi-Service  
1475 West Gray Street 
Houston, TX 77019 
9:00 am—1:00 pm 

 

HDSCLF Christmas Feast — Greek Dinner 
December 10, 2014 

Ticket Information 
1.  Senior patrons 60+ who have attended more than 5 

meetings from January 2014 to November 1, 2014 need 
to pay $10 to our charity fund and you will get a free 
Christmas feast. 

2.  Seniors 60+ from outside of Houston  area and the non-deaf people 
will need to pay $10 to our charity fund and pay another $10 for the        
Christmas feast.  

3.  Donating more money to charity fund   is always welcome. 
4.  Tickets will be for sale from September  to December 1st, 2014. 
 
ABSOLUTELY NO WALK INS OR REFUND 
 

Make checks payable to HDSCLF and give check or cash to Larry Butler 
 

For more information contact Larry Butler VP 281-249-5273 
 

Metropolitan Multi-Service Center 
1475 West Gray Street , Houston, TX 77019 

No Luncheon  
for  

September 

HDSCLF Annual Field Trip 2014 
October 28th, 29th and 30th 
 Eisenhower 

 General Motors Assembly Plant 

 The Perot Museum of Nature and Science 

 Bureau of Engraving and Printing’s Western Currency 

 Stockyards Station 

 Capehart Communications Collection 

HDSCLF Field Trip — October 9, 2014  
SAS Factory Town at  San Antonio, TX 

Contact:  Gertrude Sessions 
281-249-5284 

Presentation on Medicare and Rehab 504 
By M. Cody Francisco 

Deafness Resource Specialist at CAAG 
September 24, 2014 

Metropolitan Multi-Service 
1475 West Gray Street—Houston, TX 77019 


