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About 23 seniors went to Columbus to visit the 
“Santa Claus Museum.” It had a collection of 2,500 
Santa Clauses that Mary Elizabeth Hopkins owned. 
The museum includes hand crafted Santa’s, prints, 

and statuettes 
from Wal-Mart to 
Neiman Marcus 
and from all over 
the world, as well 
as figurines made 
from an array 
of material, to include glass, 
gourds, wood, and even a 
Reader’s Digest. This unusual 
collection includes 15 Santa 
music boxes, Santa banks,   
salt/pepper shakers, creamers 
and pitchers, large china 
Fitz & Floyd cookie jar, Santa with a bright red 
car, and a figurine from Smithsonian Institute in 
Washington, DC. The museum houses Thomas Nast 
figurines and prints styled from the artwork of the 

famous 19th century American cartoonist. The 
Duncan Royale “History of Santa Claus Miniature 
Collection” includes some of the most beloved 
figurines in the museum. Also included are items 
by coca-cola’s Haddon Sundbloom and painter 
Norman Rockwell.
We walked over to the Alley Log Cabin where 
Abram Alley, his brothers and half-brothers were 
all members of Stephen F. Austin’s Old Three 
Hundred” colony. In 1835, Abram married Nancy 
Millar who moved from Alabama. They had 9 
children, only 5 of which survived. This 2-room 
log cabin was built in 1836, but later 3 additional 

rooms were added with a double chimney 
between 2 of them. Next, we walked over 
to the Antique Tool Museum.  This building 
was a small store selling school supplies 
and snacks to the school children and 

know to the 
locals as “The 
Little Store.” 
Somewhat later, 
a bakery was 
opened. There 
was a tool 
collection, too.  
After that, we 

went to the “United Daughters 
of the Confederacy Museum” 
where a lot of history was 
displayed.  We stopped at 
Schobel’s Restaurant for a 
delicious lunch. The trip was 

enjoyed by all even though it had been raining that 
morning and a little chilly.

Wrote by Nancy Morris; Photograph by Jan Dermon
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MARCH
BIRTHDAY
 5 Felix Guerra
 7 Marilyn Johnson
 12 Gertrude Sessions
  Betty Tefler
 15 Zelma Curbello
 19 Lawrence Coleman, Sr.
 31 Eunice Woodson
ANNIVERSARY
 20 Rex & Luci Ryan
  4 years (2004)
 23 Earl & Marilyn Johnson
  12 years (2002)

SENIOR CITIZENS’ FIELD TRIP

Friday, March 9, 2012

VISIT
LBJ Museum (San Marcos, TX) - $1.00

ON OWN LUNCH
Gristmill River Restaurant (Gruene, TX)

Shopping after the lunch

Please meet at Woodhaven Baptist Deaf Church at 6:30 am

Bus Departs at 7:00 am

Woodhaven Baptist Deaf Church
9920 Long Point

Houston, TX 77055
 CONTACT: Gertrude Sessions CONTACT: Julie Spaulding
 VP: (281) 249-5284 VP: (281) 249-5276

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Friday, March 2:
ASL Social
IHOP Restaurant
3615 E. Sam Houston Parkway
Pasadena, TX 77505
5:00 pm to 8:00 pm
Saturday, March 3:
Garage Sale
Woodhaven Baptist Deaf Church
9920 Long Point Drive
Houston, TX 77055
9:00 am - 4:00 pm
Wednesday, March 7:
Diabetes Workshop Session
The Lillian Beard Deaf 

Connection Center
9920 Long Point Drive
Houston, TX 77055
10:00 am - 12:00 noon
Friday, March 9:
Deaf/ASL Social (Ft. Bend) 
Chick-fila-A
200010 Southwest Freeway

Sugarland, TX 77022   
4:00 pm – 9:00 pm
Tuesday, March 13:
“Avoiding Swindles”
Positive Interaction Program
(Auditorium)
1620 State Street
Houston, TX
7:00 pm
Wednesday, March 14:
Meeting / Luncheon
HDSCLF
Metropolitan Multi-Service Ctr
1475 W. Gray Street
Houston, TX 77019
9:00 am - 1:00 pm
Wednesday, March 28:
Seminar or Social/Games
HDSCLF
Metropolitan Multi-Service Ctr
1475 W. Gray Street
Houston, TX 77019
9:00 am - 1:00 pm
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Red Valentine Contests
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27th Anniversary
Donald & Fung Hahn

 Luci Ryan Robert Stevens

 Linda Smith Irene Williams Dennis Smith

February Birthday

Luncheon

Meeting

What’s Up at HDSCLF?

Social



DeafNation Expo Dallas
Saturday, March 31, 2012
Hours: 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Irving Convention Center - Exhibit Hall A
500 W. Las Colinas Blvd.
Irving, TX 75039

Cost: FREE Admission

FREE CHILDREN ACTIVITIES
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Garage Sale is held 
at the Woodhaven 
Baptist Deaf Church at 
9:00 am on Saturday, 
March 3rd.  Church 
member pays $15.00 
a booth and non-
member pays $20.00 

a booth.  Money from the booth fund goes to the 
Women Retreat!  You want to get rid of stuffs, sell 
them and put $ in your 
pocket.
Thank you,
Julie Spaulding

CNN sued over Captioning
A lawsuit against CNN over captioning 
will move forward. A US Magistrate in 

Oakland refused to dismiss the suit on the grounds 
it violates the news network’s First Amendment 
rights. The lawsuit was brought on behalf of deaf 
Californians who are hoping to set a precedent for 
the entire news industry. CNN already provides 
captioning on its television broadcast, as required 
by law, but does not on its website. New FCC 
rules will soon require recently captioning for 
professionally produced online videos, including 
newscasts, but the regulations do not cover short 
clips of less than 3 minutes or so.

Published (A Decade of Reporting) by the Deaf News Today    
on Saturday, February 4, 2012.

After nearly 50 years of marriage, a couple was 
lying in bed one evening, when the wife felt her 
husband, begin to massage her in ways he hadn’t 
in quite some time. It almost tickled as his fingers 
started at her neck, and then began moving down 
past the small of her back. He then caressed her 
shoulders and neck, slowly worked his hand down, 
stopping just over her stomach. He then proceeded 
to place his hand on her left inner arm, working 
down her side, passing gently over her buttock and 
down her leg to her calf.
Then, he proceeded up her thigh, stopping just at 
the uppermost portion of her leg. He continued in 
the same manner on her right side, then suddenly 
stopped, rolled over and became silent. As she had 
become quite aroused by this caressing, she asked 
in a loving voice, “Honey, that was wonderful. Why 
did you stop?”
To which he responded: “I found the remote.”

Let’s Laugh ... 

Free Tax Preparation for the
Deaf and Hard of Hearing

Published by Incognito of the Houston Deaf Network
on Feb. 06, 2012.

Tax season is here! Filing taxes can be frustrating 
and stressful for many people.  It does not need 
to be! Mayor’s Office for People with Disability 
has partnered with Internal Revenue Services to 
provide FREE tax preparation services for the Deaf 
and Hard of Hearing in Houston, TX.  Tax payers 
must have made %50,000 or less in 2011.
American Sign Language is provided for all 
appointments!  If interested, please contact 
Kaitlyn Tracy to schedule your tax preparation 
appointment.
Contact information:

kaitlyn.tracy@houstontx.gov 
or VP: 281-936-0770

Locations:

Metropolitan Multi-Service Center
1475 W. Gray Street
Houston, TX 77019
Career and Recovery Resources
2525 San Jacinto
Houston, TX 77002
Lillian Beard Deaf Connection Center
9920 Long Point
Houston, TX 77055

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY.  Walk-ins will not be 
accepted.



BUBBA’S 70TH BIRTHDAY PARTY
Bubba’s wife Judy and daughter Mardi threw the 70th Birthday Party at the Spring Creek BBQ on 
Saturday, January 28th. His two sisters Cathy and Ruby, nephew Greg and over 30 deaf friends were 
invited to celebrate. Bubba and Cathy had not seen each other for 5-1/2 years and were happy to see each 
other.  In the picture, Cathy finally met her new great-niece, 14-month-old Gracyn for the first time and 

really enjoyed playing with her & hugging her. Bubba 
got two different birthday 
cakes. His favorite one was 
carrot cake and another one 
was white cake. The cakes 
were served with vanilla ice 
cream. We all had a wonderful 
time!

Wrote by Judy Lorenz
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 Gracyn Ruby Bubba Cathy

Deaf & Blind Woman Hit By Car
 Published by Deaf Network of Texas; Updated: February 13, 2012 

CORPUS CHRISTI (Kiii News)

A woman’s leg braces may have saved her from suffering severe injuries after she’s hit by a car.  
Paramedics worked on the 31-year old victim shortly after the accident.

 Officers tell 3News, the woman was hit by a silver car as she was crossing McArdle trying to get home.

 She lives at the Oso Bay Apartments.  The victim’s legs were pinned under the car.  Her injuries could 
have been much worse, officers tell us, if it wasn’t for the braces on her leg.

 “The lady got off the bus, she’s legally blind and deaf and she attempted to cross and she darted out as 
this guy was pulling out of the parking lot and he hit her,” says Sgt. Ross Richards with the Corpus Christi 
Police Department.

 The elderly man who hit the woman was taken to the hospital.  He was complaining of chest pains.  No 
tickets were handed out over this accident.

Happy Birthday to you, Bubba.
from our HDSCLF friends



DEAF ARTIST & ACTOR
CHUCK BAIRD PASSED AWAY

Chuck Baird, who was born on February 22, 1947, attended Kansas School for the Deaf, 
Gallaudet College (now Gallaudet University), and Rochester Institute of Technology.
Upon completing his education, Chuck spent five summers at National Theatre of the Deaf 
(NTD) as set carpenter and painter. He also did various jobs developing his art in Upstate 
New York and Delaware.
He then moved to Austin, TX to become a member of Spectrum, which was nicknamed a 
“deaf art colony” from the late 70s to the early 80s.

In 1980, Chuck became an actor and set designer for NTD for 10 years. Had the lead role in three plays: “Heart 
of a Lonely Hunter,” “King of Hearts,” and “One More Spring.”
After his tenure at NTD, he lived in California and Arizona performing at local theaters.
He then worked for DawnSignPress, a San Diego-based publishing company, as an in-house artist creating a 
number of Deaf-related works, which culminated in a coffee-table book containing 35 plates of his work.
He then went back to Kansas City and Tucson running his own painting studios. During this time, he traveled to 
paint murals or lead art workshops for deaf children at schools, summer camps, and art festivals.
His work led to the creation of a new art genre called Deaf View Image Art (DeÂ’VIA) with numerous art 
exhibits all over the world.
Gallaudet appointed Chuck to help coordinate the visual arts exhibitions for Deaf Way II in 2002. He also 
taught art there for one semester.
Chuck then relocated to Austin, TX, where he continued his work until his passing on February 10, 2012.

Partly published on the Deaf Network of Texas
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A Brief History of a Deaf Princess
By thelurkingmerchan

Princess Alice, of Battenberg, born on 
February 25, 1885 to the full name of 
Princess Victoria Alice Elizabeth Julie 
Marie. Alice was the first-born daughter 
of Princess Victoria and the first great-
grandchild to Queen Victoria.

Princess Alice was not by any means the only deaf royal 
in those times. There were several others but Princess 
Alice is much more famous because she held such a 
pivotal role in WWI. Her husband, Andrew, began their 
marriage as the Prince of Greece. Their wedding is 
considered to be the last large gathering of royals since 
WWI. In 1917 Prince Andrew became King Andrew 
when his brother King Constantine refused to support 
the Allies in the war and was abdicated. After Andrew 
led Greece in to the fight WWI was soon over and so 
Constantine took over the throne again.
Constantine soon lead a campaign against Turkey. Dur-
ing this time Princess Alice’s father passed away. Alice 
rushed to London to be with her family, she took her 
youngest child, Philip, with her. As Alice was out of coun-
try the Turks had demolished the Greek army. When 
she returned she found the people of Greece blamed the 

royal family for the defeat. They had all been imprisoned 
on the charge of treason.
Alice spent many a night trying to appease the kings and 
queens of Europe. She wrote letter after letter asking 
them to help her save her husbands life. Eventually her 
wish was granted and her husband was freed. Their life 
did not improve too much after this though. The family 
found themselves living in squalor in France. Eventually 
all of Alice’s children grew and began to marry away. 
Alice also felt that her and her husband were growing 
apart, they were simply too different.
Alice and Andrew decided they needed to live sepa-
rately. Andrew moved to a party city in southern France 
while Alice moved to a small Greek island where she 
decided to found a Nunnery. When WWII erupted Alice 
was visiting Athens. Her family begged her to leave and 
she eventually did but only after much fighting. Her son 
Prince Philip eventually married Princess Elizabeth, 
who later became the Queen of England. In 1969 Prin-
cess Alice died in Buckingham Palace at the age of 84.
Although Alice was never queen she did have a key part 
in WWI. She showed great perseverance in learning not 
only spoken English but German and Greek as well. Liv-
ing the tumultuous life of a royal in a war torn Europe 
she showed how much strength a deaf person can have.



OBITUARIES
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Mildred Louise LeBlanc, 88, of 
Conroe, TX, formerly of Nederland, 
passed away on Monday, January 
30, 2012 in The Woodlands. She 
was born to William and Ossie 
Risner on October 29, 1923 in 
Sulphur Springs, TX. Mildred was 
a graduate from the Texas School 

for the Deaf in Austin and a lifelong resident of 
Nederland until moving to Conroe 8 years ago. 
She was an active member of St. Elizabeth Catholic 
Church and the Altar Society. She enjoyed doing 
arts and crafts, sewing and was an excellent 
gardener; however, her greatest joy was being a 
wonderful, loving mother and grandmother.
Mildred is preceded in death by her parents; her 
late husband, Maurice LeBlanc; a granddaughter, 
Janell Pinner and 3 sisters.
She is survived by a son Maurice LeBlanc, Jr. of 
Houston; a daughter Becky Robinson & husband 
Harold of Conroe, a granddaughter Brandi DeLao & 
husband Joseph, and daughter Kristen. 

Eula Ann Ashton Adams, age 76, 
of Mesquite, TX was born August 
16, 1935, in Eustace, TX to the 
late Elizk Zander & Minnie Etta 
Wallace Ashton, and passed away 
on October 5, 2011, in Mesquite, 

Texas. Eula was married to Charles Edwin Adams 
on October 12, 1956 in Dallas, TX, and he preceded 
her in death in 2005. She was Baptist in faith.
Survivors include her daughter, Tena Ann Ferris 
of Dallas, sons, Joe Charles Adams & wife Laurie, 
of Fotney, and Samuel Kevin Adams and Stefanie 
Yancey of Mesquite; grandchildren Miranda Renae 
Glasscock & husband Jason, Kristopher Joe Adams 
and Elizabeth Crum, Matthew Sean Adams & wife 
Angel, Tiffany Fanae Bennett & husband Kyle, 
Zachary Lewis Petty and Michele Smith, Shae 
Deann Perry, Hailee Jannice Petty, Ashley Kay 
Adams & fiancé Nathan Lewis, Hillary Ann Adams, 
David Osbourne III and Blake Osbourne; great-
grandchildren, Ryan Charles Glasscock, Dylan 
Adams and Presleigh Raeanne Petty; the entire 
loving Aston family which includes 5 surviving 
sisters, Mary Lee Meeks Simmons, Alene Bradley, 
Lometa Domenici, Brenda Wheeler and Vivian 
Hesser.

Submitted by daughter Tena Ferris

Tommy Joe Wright, 62, of Ft. Worth, 
passed away on Friday, January 27, 
2012, in Ft. Worth. He was born on 
June 14, 1949 to Cecil and Sadie 
(Dixon) Wright.
Tommy loved football and was a big 

fan of the Dallas Cowboys. Tommy really enjoyed 
spending time with his family and being involved 
and part of the deaf community.
Survivors include his first cousins, Lettie B. Perry 
& husband Casey of Malakoff, Sammie Chambers 
of Coleman, Molly Sears of Brownwood, Joy 
Westbrook & husband Ken of Haslet, TX, “Nell” 
Smith & husband Marion of Brownwood, Charlene 
Massey & husband Miles of Brownwood; and 
numerous other family members.

Partly published on the Davis-Morris Funeral Home.

Alice Rhea Wright, age 70 of 
Dilley, passed away on Wednesday, 
February 15, 2012 in Millett, TX. 
She was born on May 16, 1941.
She is preceded in death by her 
parents, Harvey Rhea and Cleo 
Coral (Stewart) Wright. She is 
survived by her cousins, James 

Robert Webb of Kerrville, Mary Lou Gilleland of 
Haskell, Lawrence Robert Stewart of Ft. Worth and 
Larry Cliniton Stewart of Dilley.  Numerous 2nd 
and 3rd cousins.

Published partly on Hurley Funeral Home
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Subscription	  /	  Donation	  Form	  

Check	  one	  of	  the	  following:	  
	   Newsletter	  Subscription	  only	  	  	  	  $10.00/year	  	  ×	  	  ______	  year(s)	  =	  $___________	   	  New	   	  Renewal	  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 	  
	  
	   Gift	  subscription	  from	  (who)	   ____________________________________________________________________ 	  ($10.00	  per	  year)	  
	   Donation	  to	  HDSCLF	  $_____________	  in	  memory	  of	   _______________________________________________ 	  (tax	  deductible)	  
	   Donation:	  $______________	  to	  the	  Houston	  Deaf	  Senior	  Citizens	  Love	  Fund,	  Inc.	  (tax	  deductible)	  
	  
CURRENT	  ADDRESS:	  (Please	  print)	   MOVING?	  	  -	  	  NEW	  ADDRESS:	  (Please	  print)	  

Name: ___________________________________________________ 	   Name: _______________________________________________________	  

Address: ________________________________________________ 	   Address: ____________________________________________________	  

City/State/Zip: _________________________________________ 	   City/State/Zip: _____________________________________________	  
	  
Email: ___________________________________________________ 	  	  VP,	  	  TTY	  or	  	  Fax	  #: ____________________________________	  
	  
Mail	  the	  above	  form	  with	  a	  check	  or	  a	  money	  order	  (payable	  to	  HDSCLF)	  to	  HDSCLF,	  P.	  O.	  Box	  664,	  Missouri	  
City,	  TX	  77459-‐0664.	  Thank	  you	  for	  your	  support.	  

HDSCLF Staff only:  Cash  Money Order  Check 
  (in person only)  #______________________________________  #_____________ 

NEW SUBSCRIBERS
Virendra & Miki Desai

RENEWAL SUBSCRIBERS
James & Lavern Fair, Richard & Pat Fair, Cynthia 
L Graham, Estelle Heintschel, Ann Hornbeak, 
Houston Center for Independent Living (HCIL), 
William Koch, Larry & Sharon Smith, Phyllis Smith, 
and Lorene Strothers.

LOVE-FUND DONATIONS
Thanks to those people for their thoughtful 
donations to LOVE FUND:
Tena Ferris donated to LOVE FUND in memory of 
her mother, Eula Ann Ashton Adams. Thank you.
And
Irene Williams donated to LOVE 
FUND.

Thank you for your continuing 
support our HDSCLF.
Audrey Leger
Treasurer

EDITOR’S MESSAGE

St. Patrick’s Day is on Saturday, 
March 17th. Don’t forget to 
wear Green.

I apologized because I made mistake on time 
schedule for Deaf Women’s Health & Empower-
ment Fair on the HDSC Newsletter (February 2012 
Issue). I’ll be careful to proofread before I go ahead 
to print out.

Don’t forget to send me some news, birthday, 
anniversary, obituary and color photos (150 dpi).

Thanks,
Judy Becker
Newsletter Editor
hdscnews@yahoo.com
Pager: memaw519@gmx.com
VP: 281-667-4763
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