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Annual field Trip—October 7 & 8, 2015 
King Ranch at Kingsville, TX and U.S.S. Lexington Battleship at Corpus Christi, TX 

1st Row:  Ellen Sias, Gertie Sessions, Bertha Moses, Delma Long, Jane Morales, Kathy French, Doina Langham, Tom Langham, William Lambert 
2nd Row:  Nancy Morris, Zane Owens, Nancy Owens, Jim Dermon, Jan Dermon 

3rd Row:  Danny Hensley, Fred Simerka, Virendra Desai 

On Friday, October 23rd, seventeen Deaf Senior Citizens arrived 

at NASA. The weather was good as it wasn’t raining that day as 

predicted; however, it was windy. We rode a Tram to visit the 

Mission Operations Control Rooms. Many of us had to walk up 

87 steps. Some of us were really huffing and puffing by the 

time we got to the top, but it was good exercise for us, too. For 

those that couldn’t make that journey, there was an elevator 

for them to ride. We learned that there were ten Gemini Mis-

sions from 1965 to 1966; ten Apollo Missions from 1967 – 

1972; and 21 Space Shuttle Missions from 1982 – 1992. Next 

we rode over to the building which houses the Mercury-

Redstone. This is a one-man spacecraft-booster combination 

that propelled the first two American astronauts (Al Shepard 

and Gus Grissom) into Space in May and July of 1961. 

 Apollo 7 through Apollo 10: The first manned Apollo mis-
sions, these flights tested the spacecraft's performance. 
 Apollo 7 entered an Earth orbit for a few rotations before 
landing. 
 Apollo 8 was the first manned spacecraft to enter a lunar 
orbit. 
 During Apollo 9, astronauts tested the lunar module in 
space for the first time. 
 Apollo 10 tested all of the systems and procedures neces-
sary for a lunar landing, but didn't actually land on the moon. 

 Apollo 11 marked the first time a human set foot on the 
moon “Houston, Tranquility Base here.  The Eagle has landed” 
Astronaut Neil Armstrong. 
 Apollo 12: The second lunar landing tested the space-
craft's ability to make a precise landing on the rocky lunar ter-
rain. 
 Apollo 13: This mission should have landed astronauts on 
the moon for the third time, but a malfunction 56 hours into 
the flight required the astronauts to abort the mission. Two of 
the spacecraft's oxygen tanks failed, and the Apollo's power 
system became unreliable. Remarkably, the astronauts 
onboard worked with mission operatives on Earth to land the 
spacecraft safely. 
 Apollo 15 through Apollo 17: The final three Apollo mis-
sions tested the capabilities of astronauts and equipment in a 
more extensive stay on the moon's surface 

 
More information about these Apollo missions, go to  

http://science.howstuffworks.com/apollo-spacecraft1.htm 

When we arrived back to the NASA building, we made a choice 

to try their food served there.  It was good. We even went to 

watch two movies and explore the building, learning so much. 

Finally we headed safely home. It was a trip enjoyed by all. 

Written by Nancy Morris 

NASA Field Trip—October 23, 2015 

http://science.howstuffworks.com/apollo-spacecraft1.htm
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Board of Directors 
Larry Butler Judy Becker 
Patsy Walker Don Hahn 
Jim Dermon 
 

Head Committee Chairs 
Greeter – Robert Yost 
Event Planner — Judy Lorenz 
Luncheon/Prizes—Patsy Walker 
Newsletter Editor—Jan Dermon 
Refreshment—Doris Williams 
Subscription—Jim Dermon 
Travel—Jim Dermon & Nancy Owens 
Website—Judy Becker 
 

Contact: 
 Editor of HDSC Newsletter 
 

Email: 
 hdscnews@gmail.com 
 info@hdsclf.org 
 

VP/Voice: 
 713-714-1588 
 

Mail to: 
 Houston Deaf Senior Citizens Love 

Fund 
 Attn:  Editor 
 P.O. Box 130705 
 Houston, TX 77219-0705 
 

Disclaimer:  Information published in 
the newsletter is thought to be relia-
ble at the time of publication.  How-
ever, we don’t guarantee the accura-
cy of the content in the information 
presented. 

Contact 

Nancy Owens 
TEXT 512-909-0913 

VP 979-246-2180 

December 3rd 
Meet at 4:00 PM 

Woodhaven 
9920 Long Point Rd, Houston, TX 

Bus leaves at 4:30 PM 

Arrive Woodhaven 

Around 9 to 9:30 PM 

Dinner and 

Zoo Ticket 

on Your Own 

Approx. 

$25.00  

Update on 

DSTSYMO2016 

Official Announcement on 
DSTSYMPO2016 

 

For information on  
registration 

and partnership.  

Go to 
http://www.deafseniorsoftexas.org/dstsympo.php  

Thanksgiving Luncheon 

November 11th 
Many thanks to chefs— 

Nancy Owens, Jan Dermon, 

and Zane Owens 
 

And to Jim Dermon for 

Trivia Game 
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1st row:  Nancy Owens, Luci Ryan, Judy Becker 
2nd Row:  Dana Glasscock, Judy Lorenz, Linda Smith, Diana Duncan 
3rd Row:  Rose Ingram, Rochelle Simpson, Deborah Daniels 

Christmas Mason Jar Craft 

With an heavy heart,  
Judy Lorenz sold her precious 

2003 Calavier to Jo Ann Adkins. 

Fiesta Taco 
October 14th Luncheon 

Chefs  
Jan Dermon, Nancy Owens 

NASA Highlight — October 23rd 

Tram Ride to the Mission Operations Control Rooms 

NASA Cafeteria 

             Social  

         and 

Craft Time 

The Shuttle 

The Astronaut Gallery Wall 
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December 5, 2015 — 4:00 PM 

6101 East Mt Houston 
Houston, TX 77050 

 

LSDB will have a L I N G O/Poker Party 

Play for $10.00 Per Person 
Admission:  $3.00 and 13 Age + Up 

12 FREE UNDER AGE 

LSDB Sells $$ Plate for Fundraiser SWDBA 2016 

Require Proof of Age 21 ID for Alcohol at VFW 

Come Play Games and Have a Fun Time 

Dominique Parisi :281-712-8611 
Nancy Morris:  nmorris726@gmail.com 

Houston Bass Club of the Deaf, Inc. ●  PO Box 841557 ●  Pearland, TX 77584 
Email: hbcd68@gmail.com ●  www.hbcd1968.org 

Happy 

Christmas 

Holiday 

Happy December!!! 
 
December has arrived and Houston Bass Club of the Deaf, Inc. knows that “December 
Month” is a very important month to enjoy being with families and friends. HBCD is very 
much alive for another round of fishing come December 19, 2015. This is a rescheduled 
event that was postponed due to the weather back in October 2015. Make plans to 
attend our First Annual Charity Bass Banquet come January 30, 2016 at VFW on Mt. 
Houston Road. This is a charity event to support the Jr. Anglers and the Annual Tourna-
ment. Please visit our website ( www.hbcd1968.org ) for more  information.  
 
December 2015 / January 2016 Upcoming Events! 
 

 December 5, 2015 ‐ General Meeting and Election of new Officers (location to be 
determined) 

 December 19, 2015 ‐ HBCD Local Tournament at Sam Rayburn Lake 
 January 9, 2016 ‐ HBCD First General Meeting of the Year & Oath of New Officers 
 January 30, 2016 ‐ HBCD 1st Annual Charity Bass Banquet (12:00 pm to 5:00 pm) 

 

On behalf of HBCD and its members, 
we wish you all a very Merry Christmas and A Happy New Year! 
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On Jim’s birthday, November 1st, Jim and I 
got on a cruise ship to Cozumel and Jamaica.  
Our best time was when we took a salsa cook-
ing class tour at Cozumel which is located at a 
4 star beach front resort with stunning beach 
views.  We learned to make a variety of      
salsas...spicy red  salsa, tangy green salsa, 
guacamole, Pico de Gallo and dessert 
salsa.  After class, the chef taught us 
the salsa dancing.  After several tries, 
we managed to follow the steps.  What 
a surprise...we were chosen for most 
tenacious award.  We think that the 
people were amazed that Deaf can 
dance!!! 
 
Here below is a recipe.  Enjoy! 

Salsa Dancing 

Most Tenacious Award 

Jim and Jan Dermon 

Our Cruise Vacation — November 1—8, 2015 by Jan Dermon 

Spicy Red Salsa 

1-3 cloves roasted garlic 
1/4 white onion roasted and chopped 
1/2-2 roasted jalapeno or serrano chiles  
           (remove seeds for milder salsa) 
2 roasted roma tomatoes 

Salud, Dinero y Mucho Mucho Amor!! 

(Health, Wealth & Much Much Love!!) 

For the roasted ingredients in Red Salsa, brush the 
vegetables with olive oil and place on a baking tray.  
Roast in oven for 25-30 minutes at 350 degrees 
 Pinch of cilantro, lime juice, salt to taste 
 Grind the garlic in the moleajete, add chile, onions, 

tomatoes, a pinch of cilantro, salt and a few drops 
of lime juice. 

 Continue mashing until well blended. 
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Renewals 
Glenn/Barbara Brunson, 
Lawrence Coleman Sr, 
Rennon/Marcia Green, 
Doris Jameson, Margo  
Jarreau, Jennie Lee       
Jordan, Shirley C Miller, 
Dennis/Linda Smith 
 

New Subscribers 
Karon Dugan, Larry Rice 
 
 

   On the behalf of 
HDSCLF board, we want 
to thank you for your kind 
donation.  Your generosi-
ty makes a difference  in 
the lives of Houston Deaf 
Senior Citizens. 
 
  Thanks again for your 

kindness. 
 

 Jim Dermon 
HDSCLF Treasurer 

354 AD 25 December is made the offi-

cial birthday of Jesus 

11th Century The word Christmas is 

first used (previously it was called 

Yule). However Christmas is just one 

of many festivals and is not particularly 

important. 

16th Century In Central Europe Christ-

mas trees are decorated with candles, 

wax ornaments and gingerbread. In 

England people eat mince pies at 

Christmas. (Originally they actually 

were made with mince). 

17th Century In Europe Christmas 

trees are decorated with tinsel 

1752 New Years Day is moved from 

25 March to 1 January 

1800 Christmas trees are first record-

ed in England 

1843 The first Christmas card is de-

signed by John Horsley 

1847 Christmas crackers are made for 

the first time by a confectioner named 

Tom Smith 

1848 Victoria and Albert are shown in 

a picture in the Illustrated London New 

with a Christmas tree. As a result 

Christmas trees become common in 

England 

1860 The 'bang' is added to Christmas 

crackers 

1862 Cartoonist Thomas Nast creates 

our modern image of Santa Claus 

1871 Christmas Day is made a bank 

holiday 

1882 Christmas tree lights are invent-

ed 

Late 19th Century Christmas cake was 

originally eaten on 6 January but at 

this time people began to eat it at 

Christmas 

1974 New Years Day is made a bank 

holiday in Britain 

A Timeline of the History of Christmas 

http://www.localhistories.org/festivaltime.html 



8 

 

Community Events 

Thursday, December 3 
HDSCLF Field Trip 
See page 2 
 

Friday, December 4 
ASL Social 
Thai Spice Buffet 
2520 South Voss @ Westheimer 
Houston, TX 77057 
4:00 pm to 9 pm 
 

Wednesday, December 9 
Holiday Gathering 
Woodhaven Baptist Deaf Church 
9920 Long Point 
Houston, TX 77055 
9:00 am—2:00 pm 
 

Friday, December 11 
Deaf/ASL Social—Ft. Bend 
Chick-fil-A 
20010 Southwest Freeway 
Sugar Land, TX 77479 
5:00 pm—9:00 pm 
 

Friday, December 18 
Baybrook Mall Silent Dinner 
Baybrook Mall—Food Court 
500 Baybrook Mall 
Friendswood, TX 77546 
6:30 pm—9:00 pm 

December Birthday! 
 

8 Joe Ybarra 

11 Billy Buza 

12 Cynthia Clifton 

15 Marie Hays 

20 Vern Sonnier 

22 Sandra Manley 

25 Kathy French 

26 Virendra Desai 

27 Fred Simerka 

 

December Anniversary 
 

14 Jim/Martha Quinn 

1966 

25 Tom/Billie Halloway 

1963 

Field Trip 
January 11, 2016 

February 4, 2016 

March 3, 2016 

HDSCLF 
Holiday Gathering 

December 9, 2015—9:00 am 
 Woodhaven 

9920 Long Point Rd, Houston, TX 

Bring Your Favorite Goodies 

Happy 
November  Birthday 

Bertha Moses, Jim Dermon, Linda Smith 

Send some news, an announcement (newborn baby, birthday, anniversary, obituary), 
and color photos to me before or on 15th day of each month.  Thanks! 

Jan Dermon, Editor of HDSCLF Newsletter              Email: jdermon.senior@gmail.com  
VP: 936-828-4013 

HDSCLF 
Wish You All a 

Merry Christmas and 
Happy Holidays 

Message from DSA2017Houston 

$250 Registration for DSA 2017 is coming to end as of 
December 31, 2015. This conference is not for seniors 
(60+) only. All ages over 25 are welcome! It can bene-
fit you in many ways – volunteering service for elders, 

preparing your golden age and finding resources where you need.  By 
January 1, 2016, registration will go up to $300. Now is your chance to 
send in your reservation – see page 6 or contact Yvonne Butler at 
dsa2017reg@gmail.com. 

mailto:dsa2017reg@gmail.com

